Oxford and its Story

and strong causeway which we know led from the
walks to the battery in the river.

The Parliamentarians advanced, Abingdon was
evacuated by the Royalist army under Wilmot, and
occupied by Essex. Charles was obliged to withdraw
all his forces to the north of Oxford. The King's
position was now so serious, that it was confidently
reported in London that Oxford was taken and the
King a prisoner. Another rumour ran that the King
had decided to come to London, or what Parliament
chiefly feared, to surrender himself to Essex. Pre-
sently, indeed, his own supporters advised this course,
but His Majesty indignantly rejected the suggestion,
saying that possibly he might be found in the hands of
Essex, but he would be dead first.

As no help could be looked for from north or west,
he determined to stay in Oxford and watch for an
opportunity of fighting Waller or Essex separately.
With this object in view he disposed his army so as
to prevent the rebels from crossing the Cherwell or
Isis, the foot holding the former and the horse and
dragoons the latter. A series of smart skirmishes
ensued. Some of Waller's forces attempted to pass
the Isis at Newbridge, bat were repulsed. The next
day (29th May), however, Essex crossed the Thames
at Sandford Ferry with his whole army and quartered
himself at Islip. On his way thither he halted on
Bullingdon Green, "that the city might take a full
view of his army and he of it." He himself rode up
within cannon shot, whilst parties of his horse skirm-
ished about the gates, and gave the scholars and
citizens an opportunity of trying their prowess. " It
gave some terror to Oxon," says Wood, "and there-
fore two prayers by his Majesty's appointment were
made and published, one for the safety of his Majesty's
person and the other for the preservation of the Uni-
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